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Treating Your Window Panes 

 
Are you confused as to how to treat the multitude of windows in your home? Do you opt for 
panels, blinds, shutters, panel tracks, sheers or a combination there of? And how do you decide 
which combination is going to work for what windows? Are you stressed already? 
 
Don’t despair; Firstly, determine your budget. Quality window treatments are not inexpensive 
but if chosen properly they will serve you well for many years to come. Secondly, decide how 
much light filtering and privacy you need for each room. Next, determine the style of window 
coverings that will best suit the design of the room and home. Here are some options to 
consider. 
 
Great View 
Do your windows have a beautiful view? If so, you won’t want to cover this feature. Instead 
flank the view with side panels only, leaving the window portion untreated, particularly for 
windows that are north facing. The panels should coordinate in colour and pattern with the 
other elements in the room.  
 
Light Filtering 
If the windows face any direction other than north, consider a shade/blind mounted on the 
inside of the window that can be positioned to filter the light, or pulled up/down entirely. A 
layered treatment with sheers for light control and fabric panels on either side is another option.  
 
Alternatively, professionally installed window films can filter UV rays while offering a clear view 
outside. Couple this with a fabric treatment that dresses the window such as a roman or box 
pleat valance and side panels. 
 
Security  
Some films allow you to look out while passers-by are unable to look in due to the mirroring 
effect that occurs from the outside, this is a great option for rooms where security is of the 
utmost importance such as home offices and family rooms. 
 
Undesirable View 
If you’re window faces your neighbour’s brick wall/window consider cellular or pleated shades 
with different opacities that allow the light to come through while obscuring or blocking the 
view entirely. 
 
Privacy 
Bedrooms necessitate the most privacy so do make sure the treatment has complete light 
control. Use shutters, blinds or shades that specify complete light control for privacy. In 
addition, have a fabric treatment that flanks the window with perhaps a valance above it. 
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Article by: Margarida Oliveira, designer and owner of Chic Décor, a full-service design and 
decorating firm. For design/decorating services, you may contact her at:  905 337 8463 or 
email at: chicdecor@sympatico.ca.   
 
Please visit her website at www.chicdecordesign.com.  
 
Article published in Home Works Magazine 2008. 


